
M A Y G R A D E S

W-3 K-5
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE HOME

User Agreement
Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, 
and other licensees to tailor 252 Basics® materials to fit 
their unique leadership requirements, locale and format 
preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if 
you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible 
stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content 
in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, 
you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines 
we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources 
are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by 
the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically 
transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing 
entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or 
incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US 
copyright laws. ©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 
252 Basics® and the 252 Basics® logo are trademarks of 
Orange and the reThink Group.

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW 
INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION®. Copyright © 1996, 
1998, 2014 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.

Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.

Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. God is the Creator, so everything belongs to Him 
and is under His control. God is holy, so He is righteous, 
majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so 
He’s at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea 
compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% 
accurate, reliable, and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But 
everybody falls short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. 
In other words, everyone has sinned. As a result, we are 
all separated from Him, even though He wants an intimate 
relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, 
died, and rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation 
to all who believe in Jesus and accept Him as Savior—the 
only way to be forgiven and reconciled to God. Anyone who 
accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into God’s 
family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Outer Wall 
Armor of God 

Ephesians 6:10-18

I can trust God no matter what.

Determination—deciding it’s 
worth it to finish what you 

started. 

“Let us not become tired of doing 
good. At the right time we will 
gather a crop if we don’t give up.” 
Galatians 6:9, NIrV

God gives you what you need to 
keep going.

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Ideas for Early Arrivers
Preparedness Match

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways
Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Prayer
Closer

WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“Let It Be Known” from Movin’ Me
“Our God” from Jesus Music Box

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Suit Up! 
Draw Your Sword 
Knight Training 
Prayer

HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue

M A Y G R A D E S

W-3 K-5
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE HOMESOCIAL
15 MINUTES

GROUPS
25 MINUTES

STORY
25 MINUTES

WORSHIP
10 MINUTES

25
  MINUTES

10
   MINUTES

25
    MINUTES

15
  MINUTES



PA G E  7
©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com

If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION (SMALL GROUPS, 15 MINUTES)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. 
Thank God that He gives each of us what we need to keep going. Pray that your few would recognize these areas of their 
lives and ask for God’s help in having determination. Do the same for yourself, and consider sharing this with your few 
today. 

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container

WHAT YOU DO:
• Welcome kids to small group and guide them to place their offering in the container. 
•  Talk about “being prepared.” What does it mean to be prepared for something? (You have what you need, you’ve 

planned or studied or trained for a new situation)
• Gather the group in a circle and say, “I wanted to be prepared for small group today, so I brought a/n (object).”
• The kid to your right has to say the same line, remembering your object and adding his own.
• This goes on all around the circle. 
• Mention that if you had all those things at small group today, you’d be prepared for anything! 

2. PREPAREDNESS MATCH
WHAT YOU NEED: “Preparedness Match Cards” Activity Page, copied on white paper and cut apart, masking tape

WHAT YOU DO:
• Give each kid a “Preparedness Match Card” and direct them to stick it to their chest. 
•  Then, encourage kids to scramble around and find their “match:” a tool and a project. (i.e. a hammer and a broken shelf, 

a fork and a plate of spaghetti, etc.)
•  Once kids find their match, they should sit together and make up a story about a person with (project) who needed a 

(tool).
• Let pairs share their stories with the group. 
•  If you have mostly younger kids, just let them match up. Then, circle up and let them tell the group what they are. If they 

want to, they can come up with another way the tool in their match could be used. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Good matching! Anyone with a job to do knows that you need the right tool to do it! [Transition] Let’s go to Large 
Group and hear about what we need to do the big job God has given us!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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STORY: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN ENGAGING WAYS (LARGE GROUP, 35 MINUTES)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group 
setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.
Optional CG: The Amazing Maze Theme Slide 

Leader enters, dressed all in black (optional).

Depending on where you’ve set up the laser maze, you may need to greet kids by the door and have 
them line up to do the maze as they enter the room.

OPENER
LEADER: “It’s been an aMAZing month so far, hasn’t it?! And it’s getting better each week. I hope you brought your 
flexibility and determination, because you’re going to need both!

CG: Determination Slide

“Determination is deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started, and in order for us to have [your environment’s name] 
today, you’re going to have to finish this laser maze! Trust me, it will be worth it!

“Does everyone see the “Exit” button? (Point out the end.) You need to jump on the button to complete the maze. 
Sometimes you’ll have to jump over the lasers, sometimes you’ll need to limbo under them, and you might even have to 
get down and crawl! Just don’t touch the lasers or you’ll have to start over! I’ll be watching! Once you get to the end and 
jump on the “exit” button, stay nearby and encourage everyone else as they make their way through the maze too! After 
all, having friends to cheer us on helps us finish what we’ve started!

“Okay, everyone, let’s be laser-focused. It’s gonna be aMAZing!

SFX: Mysterious/dramatic music (optional)

Encourage the kids as they make their way through the maze. If they touch the yarn, gently remind them 
to start over, but keep the mood upbeat and encouraging.

Once everyone has completed the maze, gather them for the Bible story. Depending on the size of your 
space and where you set up the maze, you may need to cut down some of the “lasers” to make room for 
the rest of Large Group. 

Gather the Ping-Pong balls, labels and Bible.

M A Y G R A D E S

W-3 K-5
2 0 1 7

PRELUDE SOCIAL GROUPS HOMESTORY
25 MINUTES

WORSHIP
10 MINUTES



PA G E  9
©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com

If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

SETTING UP THE STORY
LEADER: “You guys really showed some determination to get through that maze today. But obviously those lasers weren’t 
real, so how can we show determination in real life, when things are actually hard and sometimes even scary? 

ARMOR AS PROTECTION
LEADER: “I want you to image that you’re a soldier from a long time ago. Imagine that you had to go out to the battlefield 
to face the enemy, and all you had to wear was a t-shirt and a pair of jeans. How safe would feel? Probably not very safe, 
right? That’s where armor . . .

Reveal the “Armor of God” poster.

. . . comes into play. By wearing protective gear, you stood a much better chance of surviving a scary situation on the 
battlefield.

“Way back in the Bible, armor was made of iron or steel. Soldiers wore armor that covered them from head to toe! Some 
things were obvious—like a helmet, to protect their heads, and a shield, to protect their bodies. There were also things 
with strange names, like besagues, which protected a soldier’s armpits! I know, it’s funny, but I guess you can never be too 
careful when it comes to armor!  

ARMOR OF GOD
LEADER: “Did you know that as followers of Jesus, we’ve been given our own set of armor? It’s true! So when we are 
facing something scary, hard or uncertain in life, we can still keep going because we are protected.

“Let’s read about the armor of God from the letter that Paul wrote to group of Jesus followers in the ancient town of 
Ephesus. In the New Testament of our Bibles, this letter is known as Ephesians. Listen to what Paul tells these believers: 
(Open your Bible and read Ephesians 6:10-17.) 

  ‘Finally, let the Lord make you strong. Depend on his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor. Then you can 
remain strong against the devil’s evil plans. Our fight is not against human beings. It is against the rulers, the 
authorities and the powers of this dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world. 
So put on all of God’s armor. Evil days will come. But you will be able to stand up to anything. And after you 
have done everything you can, you will still be standing. So remain strong in the faith. Put the belt of truth 
around your waist. Put the armor of godliness on your chest. Wear on your feet what will prepare you to tell 
the good news of peace. Also, pick up the shield of faith. With it you can put out all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Put on the helmet of salvation. And take the sword of the Holy Spirit. The sword is God’s word’ (NIrV). 

“Wow, God has given us some amazing protection, hasn’t’ He? But some of those might sound confusing, so how about 
we look at what we’ve got going on here. 

Place the label on each part of the armor as you go.
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“First is the belt of truth. If you’ve ever told a lie and felt terrible about it, you know how important it is to wear the belt of 
truth. It’s also really important to focus on truths about God—that He loves you and sent His Son to die for you.

“Next we’ve got the armor of godliness on your chest. It’s also sometimes called the breastplate of righteousness. There’s a 
reason this one is on your heart—when you act like God wants you to, you protect your heart from sin. 

“And for your feet, you’ve got the good news of peace. Jesus came to make peace between God and us and that’s good 
news that you want to share with everyone! It also means you can live at peace with everyone. That’s a great way to stay 
protected!

“And there’s more! We’ve got the shield of faith and helmet of salvation that will protect us from temptations to do the 
wrong thing. They will also shield us from doubting that we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what. 

“And bonus: we’ve also got the sword of the Holy Spirit. And the Bible is a sword for us too! We really have nothing to fear 
with God’s spirit and Word to guide us!

If you don’t’ have any adults who can help you hand out the Ping-Pong balls each time, then have them 
in a basket and after each scenario, hand them out yourself. If you have enough for each round (four per 
child), then you can leave the balls on the poster. Otherwise, you’ll need to remove them each time and 
put them back in the basket.

USING THE ARMOR
LEADER: “So this all sounds pretty cool, but what do we actually DO with God’s armor? We’re going to play a game to 
figure that out. I’m going to give you a few examples of things that might happen in your life, and I want you to tell me 
which piece of the armor will help you keep going. After all, we don’t want to stop doing good, just like our memory verse 
says:

CG: Memory Verse Slide

“Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIrV).

“Every time I describe a scenario, you will receive a Ping-Pong ball with tape on it. When I say it’s time, you can throw it at 
the piece of armor that you think will protect you and help you keep going.

“Let’s say that there’s a kid in school who is asking you to let him look at your paper during a test. He’s super cool, and 
you’d love to be one of his friends, so you’re tempted to let him sneak a peek. But you remember that you’ve got to stand 
strong and show determination by doing the right thing. So what do you use for protection? (Pause to let the kids throw 
the Ping-Pong balls.) Yes! If you threw the Ping-Pong ball at the shield of faith, or helmet of salvation, or breastplate of 
righteousness, any of those pieces of armor could protect you and help you make the wise choice.

“Let’s try another one. What about when you have a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day because a mean kid makes 
fun of you, you get a bad grade on a test, and you get in trouble for the way you speak to your mom. How do you protect 
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yourself from the lie that you’re not worth loving? (Pause to let the kids throw.) If you threw the ball at the belt of truth, 
you’re exactly right! You have to focus on the truth, which is that God loves you so much that He sent His Son to die for 
YOU! You are worth loving, and that is the truth.

“Next one: How about if you get into a bad fight with your sister, or with your best friend? What piece of the armor of God 
can help you keep going and do the right thing? (Pause to let the kids throw.) The good news of peace on your feet will 
definitely help you. When you remember that Jesus came for everyone—yes, even your sometimes-annoying sister—it will 
be much easier to keep the peace.

“And how about one more. What about when we don’t know what to do? What can we use to press on, to keep following 
God, even when we aren’t sure the wise choice to make? (Pause to let kids throw.) Yes! The sword! If you’ve put your trust 
in Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives inside you to guide you, and you’ve also got God’s word to help you know how to [Basic 
Truth] make the wise choice.

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
LEADER: “But how do we USE this armor? It sounds good and we know when we should use it, but HOW? Let’s keep 
reading in Ephesians. (Open your Bible and read Ephesians 6:18.) At all times, pray by the power of the Spirit. Pray all 
kinds of prayers. Be watchful, so that you can pray. Always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people (NIrV).

“Pray! It’s as simple as that. God has given us all that we need to keep going. When we choose to rely on His power and 
strength, He’ll help us know what to do in each situation. It comes down to this:

CG: Bottom Line Slide

[Bottom Line] “God gives you what you need to keep going.

“Let’s thank God for giving us what we need.”

PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for equipping us with everything that we need to keep going and doing the right thing. 
From the helmet of salvation all the way down to our feet covered in the good news of peace, we know that we have 
everything we need to keep going. Help us to use everything you’ve given us this week, no matter that battle that we face. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.”

WORSHIP
LEADER: “Let’s finish up this day with a couple of songs! What do you all say? Before we start singing, take a look at this.

CG: “Live Loud” video from Get Reel 2.0
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“Let’s use our energy to praise God and celebrate all that He has done for us. Our God saves. Can you say that with me? 
Our God saves. Yeah. Stand up to your feet. I am excited and ready to praise God. I know you guys can get loud and get 
excited. Let’s make it known that our God saves. Sing it now.

SFX: “Let It Be Known” / track 5 from Movin’ Me

“Yeah, it’s so good to sing out together about how our God saves. Romans 1:16 says: I want to preach it because I’m not 
ashamed of the good news. It is God’s power to save everyone who believes (NIrV). Our God is greater. He is our helper in 
any situation. Let’s praise our God!”

SFX: “Our God” / track 6 from Jesus Music Box

CLOSER
LEADER: “I just love hearing all of your voices singing together. You can have a seat. There are going to be times in your 
life when you just aren’t going to be able to handle things all on your own. 

“It’s like if you’re having trouble in school, you might need a tutor. Or if you have to lift something that’s too heavy for you, 
you might need someone bigger and stronger to lend a hand. 

“And you’re going to have a different sort of troubles in your life, too. Some you won’t even see. Like temptations to do 
things you know you shouldn’t. Or feelings that make you think you’re not good enough or that you don’t matter or that 
make you want to give up. 

“The good news is, if you believe Jesus is who He says He is and you put your faith in Him, He’s sent His Holy Spirit to help 
you. That’s what Paul was talking about when he talked about the armor of God. It’s not armor you can see. It’s a spiritual 
armor that can protect you from all the invisible troubles that’ll try and zap you at every turn. 

“So ask God to help you wear His armor well. Ask Him to help give you more strength and protect you from harm. Read 
your Bible, your sword. The Bible can help you discover what God has to say about the situations you face. Here’s the one 
thing to remember today:

CG: Bottom Line Slide

[Bottom Line] “God gives you what you need to keep going. Say that with me.”

LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God gives you what you need to keep going.”

LEADER: “He’ll help you navigate through storms and tough times, and even lasers! You can face whatever comes your 
way and keep going because He is with you and you know that you [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what. And so 
many times, just when you want to give up, the best thing is waiting around the corner if you just keep going. 
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“I think the best thing is waiting around the corner right now, actually!  It’s time for Small Group, so let’s keep going! Have 
a great week, everyone!”

Dismiss children to their small groups. 

Play high-energy music as kids exit.
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GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT (SMALL GROUPS, 25 MINUTES)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities 
and discussion questions.

1. SUIT UP! (application activity / review the Bible story)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared “Suit Up! Spinner,” “Suit Up! Scenario Cards” Activity Page

WHAT YOU DO:
• Lay the Suit Up! Scenario cards face up all around your small group area.
•  To play Suit Up!, the player spins the spinner; whatever part of the armor of God that the spinner lands on, the player 

must find a scenario card that requires that particular piece. 
•  If you have mostly younger players, read the scenario card out loud, and let the player turn the spinner dial to the part of 

armor required for that scenario.
•  If you have a mix of ages, pair an older kid with a younger kid. The younger kid can spin the spinner and the older kid 

can read and find the correct scenario card.
• Keep playing until everyone has had a turn. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“That was a good game! Do you know why God gave us something like “armor”? It’s not something we hear about much 
anymore—we don’t wear big shiny metal suits to school or on the playground, and we’d clank a lot if we tried to play 
sports in real life armor, for sure!  But God wanted us to know that we were prepared to do the big job of loving people 
and sharing the His story even if we face tough times. [Bottom Line] God gives you what you need to keep going. 

“God gave us the truth around our waist, like a belt that holds us upright so we don’t start bending the truth; and the 
armor of godliness around our chest so our hearts stay strong and loving. God gave us boots of peace, so we can calmly 
follow Jesus and don’t wander off in panic. We have the shield of faith, so we can adapt to any new situation because we 
have faith God is with us. God gave us salvation like a helmet, to protect our thoughts, so we can stay focused on Him and 
what He’s done for us. And the sword of God’s Word, so that we are ready to stand strong in who God made us to be. All 
of these things are necessary if we’re going to keep going and spreading the Good News even when we face tough times.” 

*2. DRAW YOUR SWORD (application activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Prepared plastic butter knives, point-down, in a plastic cup; Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
•  If you have a split between early readers and stronger readers, make pairs of one of each. Each pair should draw a 

“sword” and look up the verse together. Then, they can decide what this “sword” prepares or directs them to do.
•  If you have mostly younger, pre-reading kids, select just a few “swords” (Proverbs 17:17, Matthew 5:44; 1 John 3:18), let 

each kid have a turn “drawing” them, and then look them up together. Talk about what a big job it is to love everyone 
and help our friends, love our enemies, and live a whole life of love. 

• For mostly older kids, let two kids at a time draw a sword and then compete to look up their verse first. 
•  Make sure you set the “swords” aside after your activity, and monitor kids closely while they are using them.
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WHAT YOU SAY:
“Good use of the sword of the Spirit—the Word of God! It’s pretty clear that we are supposed to love everyone—our 
enemies, those who are different than us, our brothers and sisters, and our friends—and sometimes that is really difficult. It 
can be hard to keep the love going when other people make fun of you, or you feel scared or worried. There will be times 
when you are tempted to do things that are not loving at all. [Make It Personal] (Share a time when you were tempted 
to be unkind to someone, or to ignore someone in need because you were scared of the consequences to yourself, 
personally.) I wasn’t sure I could keep going and love others, but, now I know, and you do too, that [Bottom Line] God 
gives you what you need to keep going. Whether you need help to choose to walk away in peace from an argument, or 
to keep your heart strong and not let discouragement in, God has given us all these tools to help us keep going in love.”

3. KNIGHT TRAINING (memory verse activity)
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles

WHAT YOU DO:
•  Gather the group and look up Galatians 6:9. Read it out loud a few times in a normal voice so that kids can recall it 

before the game.
•  Then, welcome kids to “Knight Training.” Tell them that they’ll be working on saying this verse in all kinds of situations so 

that they’ll be prepared in any situation. 
• Some ideas for saying the verse: 
 o Whispering like calming their mighty horse
 o Shouting like running across the field into battle
 o While doing jumping jacks to increase their heart strength
 o While holding “warrior’s pose” in yoga, to stretch their muscles
 o While “army crawling” on their elbows to sneak into the castle
 o While “swimming” like they’re crossing the moat
 o With one hand behind their back and the other arm out, like they’re fencing
 o Singing because they have won the tournament
•  Older kids might not get into this as much as the younger ones probably will. Depending on the personalities and ages 

of your group, here are some ideas to involve the older kids: let them come up with the exercises or ways to say the 
verse. Let them take turns being “drill sergeants” and giving orders to the rest of the group. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Some of those were a little silly and I’m not sure knights used all those exact techniques! Knights did have to constantly 
train so that they were prepared for anything. It’s hard work, but they never gave up. They counted on their armor and 
training to keep them safe and help them do their job. We have the armor of God we talked about this week, and we have 
training too—all the times we’ve talked here about how to love God and others; all the times you’ve practiced making the 
wise choice and treating others the way you want to be treated; all the ways we’ve learned to trust God no matter what. I 
hope you can see that [Bottom Line] God gives you what you need to keep going. He has given you all this time here 
and these friends so that you can keep going in doing what’s right even when times get tough.”
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Optional Additional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
•  What are some things you need to be prepared for? These can be general examples or specific things happening in 

the near future. (School, soccer practice, music practice, middle school, a situation with a friend or parent, etc.) What is 
something you need to be prepared for that you think will be hard?

•  How does that make you feel? Have you thought about praying about it or reading the Bible to find out if God has 
anything to say about this? 

•  Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17. What good things can you be prepared to do this week, by thinking about our Bible story or our 
memory verse? Is there a particular part of the armor of God that you need to learn more about? (If kids want to learn 
more, direct them to your ministry leader or connect with them later in the week.)

PRAY AND DISMISS
WHAT YOU NEED: A foam sword, light saber, pool noodle, or wrapping paper tube

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Gather kids in a circle.
•  One by one, admit kids into the circle. Use the “sword” to “knight” each kid, inducting them to the order of the (your 

children’s environment’s name) Knights. 
• Close in prayer, asking them to pray out loud with you and make their promise of knighthood. 

WHAT YOU SAY:
“Dear God, we want to be good knights and keep going in love. From this week forward, we will show determination and 
not give up, with Your help. We will love You and others even when times get tough. Amen.” 

“Guys, that was a great promise to make! And you’re not alone in this at all! God is with you and [Bottom Line] God gives 
you what you need to keep going.”

As adults arrive to pick up let kids choose a “sword” from the Draw Your Sword activity and give it to their parents to 
take home and use as a family devotion this week. If parents would like, offer to induct them into your order of the (your 
children’s environment’s name) Knights, so that they can love with determination alongside their kids.
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